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A legacy of the
Battle of Waterloo,
still helping people
200 years on.

200

200 Year
Commemoration
of the
Battle of Waterloo
17-18 June 1815
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Message from the president
Waterloo. The name alone evokes so much. Arguably
one of the turning points of European history, the
Battle was and is the inspiration for great art, literature,
poetry and music. The phrase "to meet one's Waterloo"
entered the English language to signify a great test
with a final and decisive outcome.
But there was a high cost to the Battle of Waterloo.
Around 55,000 were killed, wounded, or missing in
action from both sides. The sheer density of the injured
- around 2,291 people per mile of front - compares with
234 per mile on the first day of the Battle of the Somme
in 1916.
Message from the Duke of Wellington
My family has been associated with The British
Charitable Fund since it was founded by the 1st
Duke of Wellington in 1815.
In this bi-centennial year, I am pleased to accept
your invitation to continue the connection as a
Patron of the Fund.
Recognising the particular eﬀort the BCF is
making to raise funds during the 200-year
commemorations, the Duke of Wellington
Charitable Trust intends to make a donation to
launch your drive to find 200 new donors to
support the Fund in its work.
The British Ambassador and I will plant a tree at
Mont Saint Jean on the Waterloo battlefield to
commemorate those who have helped the fund
provide assistance to Britons in need in Belgium
over the past two centuries.
I wish the Fund continuing success in the years
to come
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Charles Wellesley,
9th Duke of Wellington

So it is no surprise that the Duke of Wellington found
it necessary to found the British Charitable Fund
immediately after Waterloo, making 2015 the
bicentenary of the BCF as well as of the Battle. While
the Fund originally provided for dependants of
soldiers killed in the battle – families and camp
followers left stranded in Belgium - it has continued
to help Britons and their dependants in an astonishingly wide series of circumstances.
As the new British Ambassador to Belgium, I am proud
to take over the position of President. I wish to thank
the Fund, and its donors, for all the assistance given to
British residents in Belgium. And in particular I pay
tribute to the caring group of people that listen and
provide advice based on their long experience of living
in Belgium, as well as moral and financial support.
I wish the Fund a very successful bicentennial year.
HE Alison Rose
British Ambasssador to Belgium
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The British Charitable Fund: how it began
The British Charitable Fund was created in Belgium by the Duke of Richmond, at the request
of the Duke of Wellington following the Battle of Waterloo in June 1815.
Wellington was very much aware of the considerable number of his soldiers who died or were
wounded during the fateful day of June 18th, as he conducted the battle from his Command
Post in the centre of the Anglo-Dutch battle line.
Though figures vary, it is thought that of the approximately 25,000 British troops involved
approximately 14,000 were killed or wounded. in his oﬃcial dispatch of the 19 June 1815
the Duke wrote
"Your Lordship will observe that such a desperate action could not be fought, and such
advantages could not be gained, without great loss; and I am sorry to add that ours has
been immense".
Wellington held the soldiers he commanded in great esteem and was highly appreciative
of their bravery and of their suﬀering. This, no doubt, played a part in the creation of a
charitable fund in Belgium for those British soldiers who fought at Waterloo and those
who suﬀered as a direct consequence of it. The fund was to provide aid and assistance to the
British soldiers who fought in the battle and to their wives, widows and children.
In1818 Henry Smithers in his "Observations" reported that
" a British Charitable Fund has been long established at Brussels, for the relief of those of our
countrymen whose misfortunes and deserving characters render them fit subjects for assistance".
During these early days of the Fund the principal oﬃcers were the Duke of Richmond,
The Earl of Clancarly (British Ambassador to the Netherlands), Dr Augustin Sayer (Treasurer)
and Nowell Twopenny (Secretary).
Meetings were held at the home of
the Treasurer at Rue des douze
Apostres in central Brussels.
By 1839 The Economist Guide to
Brussels reported under the
heading "British Charitable Fund"
"There is a most useful and humane
institution here bearing the name
above, under the immediate patronage of the King of the Belgians, who
contributes to it's support, two
thousand francs per annum; for the
relief of the indigent British. Its
principal object is to supply the poor
with food, lodging, medicines and
medical advice gratis, and to send
such as may require it, free of expense
to England. --- .
The British Ambassador is at the
head of this truly excellent charity,
and the reverend E. Jenkins the
chaplain to the Embassy is the
honorary secretary;"
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The Waterloo Tree
The painting by Ernest Crofts entitled "Wellington
at Waterloo" clearly pictures the Duke beneath a
prominent tree. Though the tree had suﬀered badly
in the fighting, in the years immediately following
the battle the elm tree became a tourist attraction
and was termed "The Wellington Tree".
Cagligani in his Travellers Guide , published in 1822,
wrote:
“ When the traveller ascends the ridge, he will observe
a solitary tree raising its straggling branches and yet
bearing evident marks of the battle that shattered its
trunk. This was the centre of the British position, and
as the Duke of Wellington was posted on this spot
during the greater part of the day, it is immortalized
by the name of the Wellington tree.”

Little is known of specific activities during the first two
years of the fund, although, presumably, the major
concern was the repatriation of wounded soldiers as
they recovered from their injuries incurred during the
battle.
The first oﬃcial document discovered so far is a record
of the Committee meeting held on 21 May 1817 under
the chairmanship of the Honourable Colonel Parker. It
stated:
"That the BRITISH CHARITABLE FUND is to be the
appropriated only to the Distressed and Deserving
Subjects of the United Kingdom by aﬀording them
temporary Assistance, dispensing Medicines or
enabling them to return to the Native Country."
"Independently of their individual contributions, the
several members of the Committee personally visit the
claimants when necessary, thus rescuing in some measure
the British character from obloquy which the misconduct
of some individuals has unfortunately brought upon it in
the country"

It has been suggested that, given the short
length of the battle, the relatively small area
over which it was fought and the scale of the
casualties, which totalled 50,000 for both
sides (excluding French "missing"), Waterloo
may be compared with some of the fiercest
battles of the First World War.
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Some highlights of the first 60 years
1818
145 persons, men women and children were
relieved and the expenses of 45 persons paid to
England."
1824
Colonel Heyland, who resided in Ostend, devoted
himself to supervising the embarkation of those
persons whom the committee were repatriating to
England, and who had been sent to Ostend from
Brussels by “diligence”.
1830
The events of the Belgian Revolution in 1830 do
not appear to have had any baneful influence on
the working of the BCF. Both the Minute Book and
the Annual Report for that year still survive in the
archives of the Fund, and it is curious to note that,
although the Committee met week by week
throughout 1830, there is not the slightest reference in the contemporary records to the momentous events taking place in Brussels during that
year. Truly, a characteristic specimen of British
“phlegm”.
1831
The Annual report for 1830 was issued, with the
upmost promptitude, despite the troubled times,
on 1st January 1831, again under the signature of
E. Taylor, Chairman. That the Committee must have
worked hard during 1830 is indicated by the
figures in the Report, which show that no fewer
that 445 persons were relieved, and 77 sent
to England.
1831
Soon after his accession to the Belgian throne,
King Leopold I, whose close family ties with the
English court are well known, was pleased to
grant his patronage to the BCF, and also the
munificent yearly subscription of 1,000 florins or
BFrs. 2,116.40.
1838
The year 1838 must have been one of the peak
years of the Fund’s activity, for we find that no less
than 906 persons were relieved (232 men, 369
women and 305 children), and 19 were sent to
England.

1853
Also in 1853, we find the first of numerous references to an institution called “Florival”, from which
the Committee were frequently repatriating young
women, mostly Irish, who called for relief.
1860
The year 1860 is memorable in the annals of the
BCF for the visit to Brussels of Her Majesty Queen
Victoria, who made the very generous donation of
£100 to the Fund during the course of her visit.
1864
BFrs. 5 were given to Jane A. “an acrobat’s wife”,
and BFrs. 2 to Albert R. “deaf and dumb, going to
Boulogne”. B. Ste M. Described as a French
Canadian, and a B.Sc, was granted BFrs. 5, and BFrs.
8 were given to George S. “a navvy from Namur”.
Henry S., a native of Heligoland (*), and Mrs. W.W.,
wife of another Heligolander, were also helped.
(*) - The Battle of Heligoland (or Helgoland) was
fought on 9 May 1864, during the Second War of
Schleswig between the navy of Denmark and the
allied navies of Austria and Prussia south of the
then-British North Sea island of Heligoland.
1868
The new President of the Fund was John Savile
Lumley, Esq., (afterwards Lord Savile) whos first act
was to make up the heavy deficiency which had
occurred on the year’s working of the Fund. This
act on the part of the new President may well be
said to have been the laying of the very foundation
stone of the reserve Fund.
1870
This was a year of great trial for the Committee of
the BCF. When the German armies entered France
($), numbers of British families domiciled in that
country, fled before the invaders and took refuge
in Brussels, where their scanty means were soon
exhausted. Before long, the BCF had many more
applicants for assistance than they could
adequately deal with.
($) - The Franco-Prussian War, was a war in 18701871 lost by France to the German states under
the leadership of Prussia.
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1870
In September 1870, the refugees from France
began to arrive in Brussels, and the British subjects
were either maintained here by the Fund, or whenever possible, sent to England. In all, 55 persons
were repatriated by the Fund in 1870, but this total
includes the family of 10 who were sent to England
in February. The total expenditure for 1870 was.
BFrs. 5,371.50.
1872
A footnote adds:- See also Mrs. M. Mother, 19th
August 1868, long on the Fund and turned out a
thankless character. And again, on 20th May, the
Committee granted BFrs. 5. To Miss S. Who, it
ascertained : “Stating herself to be the daughter of
S., the Queen’s butcher, taken up and condemned
to a month’s imprisonment for vagrancy and
swindling.”
1873
BFrs. 65 for the burial of P’s child. For many years an
English teacher in Brussels. Thriftless and addicted
to drink, he lost a good connection, fell into decay,
and was assisted by, and finally buried at the
expense of the fund.

Page 8

Minutes of 25 February record that W, an educated,
well bred man, died of drink at the Hôpital ST
Pierre on 08 February. On 18 March the committee
allowed BFrs.10 to a Mrs C, but it was afterwards
discovered that she had an income of upward
of BFrs. 200 per month and was a confirmed
drunkard.
1874
Minutes of meeting extract November 11th.
Miss Wear one of the lady nurses who had accompanied Miss Nightingale to the Crimea, died on the
4th inst. The committee, paid the nurse’s expenses,
servants’ wages rent and sundries, amounting
together to BFrs. 125 recorded in the minutes.
1875
The minutes of 6th October record the misdeeds
of Harry L, who, ‘calling himself a commercial
traveller, obtained BFrs. 125 from the fund on the
plea of his wife’s premature confinement while
passing through Brussels, and an additional
BFrs35 by means of a forged letter, from the nurse,
provided to attend to his wife.’

The last survivors of Waterloo in the Chelsea Hospital June 1880:
John McKay, 42nd Regiment (95) wounded at Waterloo,
Robert Norton, 34th Regiment (90) served in Germany & France,
Naish Hanney, 7th Hussars (88),
Benjamin Bumstead, 73rd Regiment (82),
Sampson Webb, 3rd Foot Guards (82)
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The BCF Today and Tomorrow
As you have read on the preceding pages, for two hundred years the Fund has continued to
help Britons and their dependants – in an astonishingly wide series of circumstances ranging
from helping injured soldiers to return to their home country; aiding women lured during the
last century to become “governesses” escape a worse fate to currently battling bureaucracy
for persons threatened with deportation. The Fund has supplied everything from deliveries of
coal to the poor to medical goods and simple advice and comfort. The types of need have
changed, but human nature and its capacity for getting into diﬃculties apparently have not.
We try to help anyone with a genuine need of advice, conversation or material assistance.
Apart from the requirements in our statutes that beneficiaries be British or a dependant
(including widows or widowers) and resident in Belgium, there are no rules, except that in
practice applicants should have exhausted the normal means of support from family and
state agencies. Even today, and despite the best eﬀorts of various agencies, there are gaps in
the provision of social help that can uniquely aﬀect foreigners in Belgium.
Regular lunches and theatre visits for long-term beneficiaries of the fund are organised jointly
with The Royal British Legion, The Wednesday Club, and the Royal Air Forces Association.
Avoiding social isolation is an important part of the activities of each of the organising bodies
and this is particularly prevalent with senior members of our society.
Whom do we help?
In 1815 when the Fund was created, soldiers and their dependants needed help. In the 21st
century the short answer is anyone and everyone with a British connection. Enquiries come in
from young and old, long term residents or short term visitors – rich and poor alike! BCF is
non-denominational – and tries to be non-judgmental! A telephone call or an email is all that
is needed to see whether we might be able to help. Confidentiality is guaranteed.

Why do we do it?
Quite simply, because there
is a need.
How we do it
We have an extensive set of contacts in Belgium,
both from within BCF itself and from
associated organizations in Belgium. Applicants
contact us either directly or are referred to us
through these links. To save time and cost, and to be
able to react quickly, a small group (the Chairman,
Secretary and Treasurer) assesses immediately
whether and what can be done to help and assign a
Fund member to visit or contact the applicant and
try to assist. Volunteer members of the Fund are
long term expatriates who direct applicants to
appropriate assistance if they cannot provide it
personally. Names and details of help oﬀered are
kept strictly confidential. BCF members give their
time and assistance free. As can be seen from
the annual reports, expenses are kept to the
absolute minimum.
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Why we do it
Quite simply, because there is a need. Even today, despite the
best eﬀorts of many agencies, there are gaps in the provision
of social help that can uniquely aﬀect foreigners in Belgium.
Health care and social benefits are not interchangeable with
those of the UK. There are requirements of registration, waiting
periods for entitlements and no automatic right of residence.
Contrary to popular belief, whilst EU membership guarantees a
right to work in a Member State, those who cannot find work
can be deported. Even longer term residents can fall foul of
pension legislation, need help with inheritance provisions that
are vastly diﬀerent from those of the UK or help in providing
for old age. Younger people may have temporary educational
or emotional problems, or simply homesickness or diﬃculties
in adapting to life in Belgium. All of these temporary problems
can be exacerbated by language diﬃculties, and often the
awkwardness of coping in the absence of a spouse or parents.
Belgium operates an eﬀective “safety net” for severe cases, but
it can be helpful, to say the least, to have assistance in navigating round the diﬃculties.

Success Stories
A helping hand...
In these stories the names have been changed
to protect the identify of those we help.
Confidentiality is always respected by the BCF
volunteers.
Harry
Harry, 86, who lived in London, lost his wife a
couple of years ago and had been ill. His
daughter, Mary, living here in Belgium, decided
to “relocate” Harry and he moved over here in
August last year. Just before New Year he fell ill
and was diagnosed with bowel cancer. He was
operated on and has received the all-clear. BCF
were put in contact with Mary and Harry and
one of our volunteers has been visiting him
regularly since October last year. Now that Harry
is well enough he visits the Wednesday Club on
a regular basis and these visits have enhanced
his quality of life immensely.
James
A volunteer with BCF reported that he had
received a call from a lady living north of
Brussels. There was a possibility that her father
in-law might have had to go into a home and
she asked if the Fund knew of any homes that
catered for English speakers. This is a common
request and we were able to help.
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John
Another of our volunteers reported that on
visiting John he had found him in a very
depressed state. His wife had left him, would not
give him a divorce, and was still returning bills to
him for expenses on the house which was
owned by her and which he had been forced to
leave. John was incapable of dealing with his
own aﬀairs. When he lost his job he applied for
unemployment benefit which was refused
because he received a very small service pension from the UK. Through local and national
contacts BCF was able to provide financial and
legal advice and assistance, and eventually
medical help was arranged by friends. He is still
visited by BCF volunteers.
Joanna
Joanna had come to Belgium with her British
husband and had a daughter. Her husband
physically abused her and she eventually
obtained a divorce. He then failed to provide in
any way for the daughter and in the absence of
a substantial income - diﬃcult for a single
mother with a young child - Joanna was threatened with not being able to obtain a residence
permit and faced deportation. Her husband has
been sentenced to prison and has disappeared.
BCF provided financial help so that she could
seek employment in order to support herself
and her daughter. Joanna and her daughter ultimately returned to the UK with the assistance of
the BCF.
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What we are
BCF is a not-for-profit organisation – an asbl – but, more importantly, it is currently the only fully registered charity providing
for the needs of the British community in Belgium. This means
that every donation of 40 euros or more is tax-deductible as
authorized by the Ministry of Finance. At current tax rates this
means that any gift to the Fund costs the donor only half of the
total amount. Similar concessions are uniquely available to BCF
for gifts under a will. BCF also acts as the point of contact in
Belgium for the Elizabeth Fynn Trust, a UK long-established
charity that cares for Britons in financial diﬃculties.

How do we do it?
Purely by donation
and legacies.

Marie-Paule
Marie-Paule's husband served in the British
Army during World War 2 until being eventually
invalided out in 1946 of an illness that ultimately
caused his death three years ago. His widow
wrote twice to the UK authorities to inform them
but his war pension continued to arrive. She assumed it had reverted to her but then received
notices and threats from the UK to repay all
sums she had received - her bank in Brussels was
requested to seize the money immediately. BCF
intervened to explain the circumstances and
avoid repayment of sums she could not aﬀord
and has since continued to provide social visits
and support.
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How we pay for it
Purely by donations and legacies. These come from
individuals, associations, clubs, schools and churches. We have
no Government subsidies, grants or other income – only the
generosity of the British and English-speaking community. In
nine of the last ten years our help given to applicants has exceeded the income that we have received. We have been kept
afloat by profits on the investments and by two
generous legacies. Neither source can be relied on in
the future. In these recessionary times income from
investments no longer covers costs.
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The Duke of Wellington at whose behest the
BCF was founded in 1815

Get involved
Will you help?

British Charitable Fund
200th Anniversary 2015

Your help is needed for the years to come

Donate now
To commemorate the 200 years of the
BCF and to ensure we can continue to
help our citizens and their dependents
in the future we are looking to sign up
200 donors to the fund. These can be
companies, organisations or private
individuals and the donation can be as
small or as large as you can manage.
It may be a one-oﬀ donation or an
annual contribution.

Full details of how to donate can be
found on our website www.bcfund.be

Please send your donations to:
IBAN: BE37 3101 8900 8428
BIC: BBRUBEBB
The British Charitable Fund asbl
Rue au Bois 509,
1150 Brussels
14

Refer people who need help
Do you know a British citizen (or their
spouse, children) living in Belgium
who is in need of help? Let us know,
(anonymously if you prefer) via our
website. www.bcfund.be
Take action - other ways to get involved
You don't have to give money to donate
to BCF. We value your time and enthusiasm. We need willing people with
various skills for a variety of activities.
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